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Lewiston youth baseball, softball and T-ball programs to return in 2021
The Town of Lewiston announc-

es the return of youth baseball, 
softball and T-ball in the spring 
of 2021. After the program was 
shelved due to state COVID-19 
guidelines in 2020, the town said 
it has been working hard to bring 
the program back in a safe and re-
sponsible way this year.

 “While guidance from both the 
CDC and the State Department 
of Health has been fl uid, Lewis-
ton will always follow the latest 
guidelines and standards to make 
sure we are doing everything we 
can to mitigate the risk of CO-

VID,” Recreation Director Mike 
Dashineau said. “Currently, the 
state lists baseball and softball as 
‘moderate-risk’ youth activities 
and outlines a few areas to reduce 
contact.”

The fi rst is what he referred 
to as “shared equipment.” Play-
ers often share helmets and bats 
while playing, especially in T-ball. 
The Town of Lewiston is highly 
recommending each player in-
tending to participate in the 2021 
programs purchase his or her 
own helmet. 

“In the likely event that some 

sharing will take place, we will 
provide each team and each 
game enough disinfectant during 
games and practices to be able to 
disinfect areas of shared touch-
ing,” Dashineau said. “We will be 
encouraging all players, coaches 
and game personnel to ‘mask up’ 
when 6 feet of distancing is not 
possible. Games themselves may 
look slightly different, as player 
huddles and player contact is dis-
couraged.” 

Dashineau said that, even with 
the small changes the Rec Depart-
ment was asked to make while in 

a pandemic, “We can guarantee 
that players, families and friends 
will be thrilled to get back outside 
into a small sense of normalcy. 
Baseball and softball, and sports 
in general, help our kids develop 
lifelong habits of physical fi tness, 
gain lifelong friendships, and 
grant an opportunity for competi-
tion.

“Lewiston Recreation, and our 
partners at Youngstown Recre-
ation and the Village of Lewiston, 
are excited to see all of our little 
sluggers out on the ball fi elds in 
2021.” 

Dashineau noted that, for 
those who want to be part of the 
league, even if your “little ones’ 
are full grown, Lewiston baseball 
and softball is always looking for 
coaches, sponsors and volun-
teers. 

For more information, visit 
www.LewPortSports.com or 
“Like” Lewiston Rec’s Facebook 
pages at www.Facebook.com/
LewistonBaseball and www.Face-
book.com/LewistonParksan-
dRecreation.

‘In the Loop’ with the Lewiston-Porter Board of Education

Keeping the music alive at Lew-Port
BY JODEE RIORDAN
Board of Education President

Musical theater is a vibrant, vi-
tal part of life at Lewiston-Porter. 
Traditionally, one major produc-
tion is staged each school year 
in the high school, usually in 
February. This month, the stages 
remain dark, but we are pleased 
to announce that the show will 
go on. An alternative production 
is in the works. Watch for an an-
nouncement soon from the Lew-
Port music department. 

Fabulous past productions in-
clude “Mama Mia!” (2020), “The 
Addams Family” (2019), “Into the 
Woods” (2018), “Guys and Dolls” 
(2017), “The Drowsy Chaperone” 
(2016), “Annie” (2015), “Thor-
oughly Modern Millie” (2014), 
“Seussical the Musical!” (2013), 
“Beauty and the Beast” (2012), 
“The Sound of Music” (2011), 
and “Bye Bye Birdie” (2010). Visit 
www.lew-port.com (and follow the 
“Fine Arts” tab on the homepage) 
to view photos, posters and pro-
grams from the past productions. 

When I say “fabulous,” just how 
fabulous do I mean? Three recent 
productions have been honored 
as fi nalists for the coveted Kenny 
Award. Last year’s production of 
“Mama Mia!” plus the 2018 pro-
duction of Stephen Sondheim’s 
“Into the Woods” and 2015’s pro-
duction of “Annie.”

The Kenny Awards are the 
Western New York high school 
equivalent of the Tony Awards, 
with honors given in 14 catego-
ries and “The Kenny” presented 
for outstanding musical produc-
tion. As fi nalists, Lewiston-Porter 
students engaged in workshops 
and master classes at Shea’s Buf-
falo, before taking to the stage 

as part of the Kenny Awards cer-
emony that evening. 

Like I said: Fabulous!
While Lew-Port’s annual musi-

cal theater production will not 
run in its typical form this year, 
our students join artists and mu-
sicians everywhere in keeping 
music alive. Due to the pandemic, 
live musical performances have 
been restricted worldwide. The 
lights of Broadway have dimmed, 
concert halls have shuttered and 
artists have worked tirelessly 
to get music out into the world 
through bold acts of creativity. 
But as creative as we are, music 
and musicians are suffering. 

Curricular musical programs 
have been seriously affected by 
the safety restrictions currently 
in place. While high-risk extracur-
ricular athletics have now been 
cleared for play in New York, 
in-school programs (specifi cally 
performance music and physi-
cal education classes) remain re-
stricted. For example, as per the 
state-required reopening plans, 
there must be 12 feet of separa-
tion between students while sing-
ing, playing wood instruments 
and in physical education classes. 

As approaches to – and the sci-
ence surrounding – public health 
continues to change, the New 
York State School Music Asso-
ciation (NYSSMA) has appealed 
to Gov. Andrew Cuomo to take a 
new look at the standing recom-
mendations regarding music in 
our schools. Music, along with 
athletics and arts education over-
all, support the well-being of the 
whole child. In these diffi cult 
times, students need all the out-
lets and all of the support we can 
provide for their mental health 

and social-emotional wellness. 
Advocacy played a strong role 

in the state’s decision to allow stu-
dents to play sports this season. 
While there is always a discus-
sion of equity between the arts 
and athletics, it is important to 
realize that most of our children 
participate in both and each are 
vital. Advocacy for athletics is of-
ten more organized, and we just 
witnessed how positive a force it 
can be.

As we head into national Music 
in Our Schools Month in March 
(MIOSM), consider how you 
can advocate for music, too. For 
more than 30 years, Music in Our 
Schools Month has raised aware-
ness of the importance of music 
education for all children and to 
display the benefi ts that school 
music brings to students of all 
ages. Our music students are 
hurting deeply and need support. 
Reach out to state elected offi -
cials, contact NYSSMA, or email 
the Lew-Port music department 
or music boosters with your sup-
port. Check out the MIOSM and 
advocacy page at nafme.org for 
tips on supporting music educa-
tion and getting music at the fore-
front of the conversation at the 
state level.
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